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Ecological Discourse Analysis of the English Version of the

Analects from the Perspective of Transitivity
YANG Ruishan, SHI Shi
(School of Foreign Languages ., Hubei Univ. of Tech. , Wuhan 430068, China)

Abstract: Taking the transitive system in systemic linguistics as a research path, this paper makes a com-

parative analysis of the ecological significance in The Analects of Confucius and its English translation. It is

found that The Analects of Confucius and its English version embody their ecological significance by reduc-

ing the number of human beings as participants, as much as possible through personification of partici-

pants roles, and three dimensional description of environmental elements.

Keywords: transitivity system; the analects; ecological discourse analysis
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