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Ghost and God Belief in the Chinese Modern Novel

and the Aesthetic Inclination
LI Li, HU Yanfang
(School of Foreign Languages , Hubei Univ. of Tech., Wuhan 430068, China)

Abstract: In the first half of the 20th century, tremendous folk customs which were related to ghost belief
and god worship became the aesthetic objects of novels. Some works manifested the links between this
ancient folk belief and people’s daily life, and explored their value and significance in human life, showing
their attractive richness; most modern writers described stories that have nothing to do with ghosts or
gods from the perspective of science and enlightenment in their writings. Therefore, ghosts and gods have
lost their basic and original meanings,becoming synonymous with the national character or national ill be-
haviors, have been questioned and challenged like never before.
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