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A New Explanation and Paraphrase of Some Ambiguous

Sentences in The Analects
ZHOU Jinsheng', CHEN Huiying®
(1 School of Foreign Languages Hubei Univ. of Tech., Wuhan 430068,China ;

2 School of Grammar and Foreign Languages, Wuchang Institute of Tech.,Wuhan 430064 ,China ;)
Abstract ; Different public opinions and considerable ambiguities concerning the paraphrase of The Analects
exist through the past ages. Based on its various explanations, this paper makes a comparative analysis of
some chapters and sentences with great ambiguity. The analysis will be conducted with the aid of word
source theory and theory of pragmatics, or with the help of Chinese exegetics and psychology to distin-
guish meaning, or through a combination of context to reduce the original intention, or through a combi-
nation of the whole text to propose a new interpretation. The paper will focus on a new explanation of the
sentences like “To learn and at due times to repeat what one has learnt”, “Reanimating the Old can gain
knowledge of the New”, “Women and people of low birth are very hard to deal with”, etc., thus making
all these analyses supportable and self-justified.

Keywords: The Analects; ambiguous sentences; new explanation; paraphrase
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