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Engels Critical Construction and Rich Development

of Ideological Theory
YAN Xiongfei, CHANG Hengyue
(School of Marxism , Hubei Univ. of Tech.,Wuhan 430068 ,China)

Abstract; The establishment of Marx and Engels’ideological theory is a process from critical construction
to perfection. The critical construction process is based on the various historical ideals and bourgeois ideol-
ogy in the field of social history as the core object of criticism, so that the idea that social existence deter-
mines social consciousness impresses us. After the death of Marx, Engels criticized the erroneous views of
economic materialism with expounding the independence of ideology as the core in his letters in his later
years, using dialectics as a theoretical weapon to emphasize the reaction of social consciousness to social
existence, perfecting the theory of ideology and realizing historical materialism. This is a leap to scientific
dialectical historical materialism. These two stages enable ideological theories to be firmly established and
continuously improved and developed. Thus enlighten us that ideological construction must not only be
promoted in a long run, but also go beyond the key points. It is necessary to organically unify ideological
construction and socialist core values and complement each other with dialectics. Under the condition that
the mainstream ideology grasps the people as the center, it is necessary to firmly grasp the ideological lead-
ership, maintain the security of the socialist mainstream ideology, and build a strong socialist culture.
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