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A Sand County Almanac: A Discourse of Poetic Science

CHEN Yu
(School of Foreign Languages , Hubei Univ.of Tech.,Wuhan 430068 ,China)
Abstract: A Sand County Almanac, a successful literary work , grows richer with time for its innovative
ecological ideas that are practical in dealing with present environmental issues. Aldo Leopold tightly organ-
ized his writing by adopting the writing skills of description, exposition and commentary which elicit liter-
ary effect and embody writing theme. This paper debates that the communication of his land ethic is
Leopold essential purpose, while his ecological notions are skillfully conveyed in the guise of nature writ-
ing, his deliberate choice of the book’s name, the well-planned structure organization, the widely used po-
etic devices in the writing are efforts to enhance the readability and acceptability of his poetic ecological dis-
course and ways to realize his original writing purpose, that is to gain public recognition of ecological ethic
ideas.

Keywords: Aldo Leopold; A Sand County Almanac; poetic discourse; the land ethic
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