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Subjective Analysis of Degree Adverb “Tai
YANG Youwen, ZHANG Mingjing
(School of Foreign Languages , Hubei Univ. of Tech.,Wuhan ,430068,China)
Abstract: The degree adverb “tai” has two major meanings: one is that the degree is high, often used in
the context of admiration; the other is that the degree is too much, often used in unsatisfactory, undesired
things. The two negative structures of “Tai bu CKA) + vp” and “bu taiCA~AK) + vp” are to increase the
color of exclamation and to weaken the degree of negation. These uses of “tai” express the subjective color
of the speaker. Therefore, “tai” is an adverb of degree indicating subjective evaluation. Using the corpus
research method, 500 articles about “tai” were collected. Through the comparison and analysis of corpus.,

”

the subjectivity of the degree adverb “tai” is studied from the positive structure of “tai”, the negation
structure of “tai”, and the expression function of “tai” rich tone.

Keywords: degree adverb; “Tai”; subjectivity; corpus
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