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A New Probe into the Teaching of Chinese

Pragmatics based on Character & Word
ZHOU Jinsheng', JING Yaling®
(1 School of Foreign Languages » Hubei Univ. of Tech., Wuhan 430068, China ;
2 International College, Zhejiang Univ. of Tech., Hangzhou 310014, China)

Abstract; There have been many insurmountable problems in "word-based" Chinese teaching in the past
100 years. The introduction and practice of the "character-based" theory has put forward new ways to solve
these problems. The Chinese sound system and the textual meaning system are complementary dual-track
expression systems. Monosyllabic words and polysyllabic words are the basic structural units of Chinese
expression. Efficient Chinese teaching should integrate both Chinese and the characters as well as the
words. Based on this idea, we advocated the "character & word-based Chinese pragmatic teaching" and
compiled the corresponding teaching material. The basic content and operation method are: to adhere to
the character & word-based dualism and create a pragmatic teaching mode based on this idea; to get star-
ted with Chinese phonetic transcription, helping students to master self-study assistants; to start from
reading and listening to words, to cultivate students habits of combining sound and meaning; to cultivate
students’ ability to understand and expand words by accumulating from words to words; to pay attention to
the pragmatic features of Chinese meaning combination expression by discriminating the words from the
conjunctions to the use of words; to teach writing techniques according to their abilities, to use the compo-
nents to enhance the ability to identify and expand vocabulary; to infiltrate traditional culture to enhance
the connotation of language learning from everyday language to classic aphorisms.

Keywords: character & word-based; Chinese teaching; pragmatics; teaching method; innovation
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