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#] 2 Cloisonné mandala

The Qianlong emperor (ruled 1736 — 1795)
commissioned a series of cloisonné enamel manda-
las (microcosms of the universe in which the Bud-
dha resides). They were used in the Tibetan-style
palaces at his summer resort in Chengde. This
mandala is dated 1772 and decorated with cloisonné
inlaid with coral. The bells that hang from the roof
edges are made of jade and silver. It originally
housed a figure of the Buddha.

Dated 1772, Beijing, 1991,0328.1
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4] 4. The Asahi Shimbun Gallery 3rd century
BC -

north India and spread to other parts of the sub-

3rd century AD Buddhism originated in

continent in the third century BC. The Great
Shrine of Amaravati, founded around 200 BC in
what is now the state of Andhra Pradesh in the
south-east, was one of the oldest, largest and most
important Buddhist monuments in ancient India.

The shrine, with its solid, domed structure,
was a stupa and probably contained a relic - per-
haps of a famous teacher. Devotees honoured the
enshrined relic by walking around the stupa in a
clockwise direction. While doing so, they could al-
so benefit by viewing scenes from the Life of the
Buddha sculpted on the railing that surrounded the
walkway. Some devotees gave money for the deco-
ration of the stupa and these gifts are recorded in
inscriptions.
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%] 6 Musical, automaton table clock

This one incorporates a model fountain with
spirally rotating glass columns and eight cavorting
dolphins, which would have appealed to the em-
peror, who commissioned European architects to

build formal fountains at his Summer Palace.
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#] 8 Garuda

Garuda (‘devourer’) is a legendary bird-like
being popular in both Hindu and Buddhist mythol-
ogy. In Tibet, Garuda acts as a guardian, protec-
ting his followers from mythical serpent spirits or
nagas. Here, he wears snakes around his neck to
show his predatory strength. He is popularly re-
presented with the body of a male warrior. The
conjoined sun and moon strength on his head sym-
bolises spiritual enlightenment. Garuda is said to
be able to sweep across the cosmos with one flap of
his wings. He is frequently depicted above niches
enshrining images of gods. In India, Garuda is best
known as the vehicle (vahana) of the Hindu god
Vishnu.
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