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A Multimodal Intersemiotic Translation Study of Book Covers of the

Foreign Versions of The Three-body Problem
CHEN Yu, WANG Xiaoyu,GUOQ Jinye
(School of Foreign Languages , Hubei Univ. of Tech., Wuhan 430068, China)
Abstract: The Three-body Problem has been attracting the world attention since winning the 2015 Hugo
Award. Functioning primarily as the visual synthesis of the original novel’s contents, the book covers of
the foreign versions of The Three-body Problem are designed in accordance with the principle of transfer-
ring meanings from the verbal to the visual aspect which promotes the novel’s overseas dissemination.
Based on previous research results from the perspectives of visual grammar and social semiotics, and
guided by the multimodal theory of social symbols for analyzing visual representation of social factors, this
paper took 17 foreign version book covers of The Three-body Problem as research objects, and analyzed
the motivated selection of non-verbal semiotic systems in social context of the book covers. It is found most
foreign version covers stay objectively true to an intersemiotic translation and thus convey the novel’s real-
istic concern faithfully while some degree of misreading may have occurred in the translation process.

Keywords: The Three-body Problem ; Multimodlity; Intersemiotic traslation
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